GENERAL LEGISLATION
AIDS
AB 65 (Vasconcellos) would provide
that persons with AIDS are entitled to
the same legal protections as physically
handicapped individuals. This bill is
pending in the Assembly Labor and Employment Committee.
SB 40 (Doolittle) would require that
a person with AIDS inform any prospective sexual partner of that fact before
engaging in any sexual practice likely to
transmit the disease. Failure to do so
would be a criminal offense. SB 40 is
pending in the Senate Judiciary Committee.

CONSUMER ISSUES
AB 14 (Kelley) would increase the
gasoline tax from $.09 to $.12 per gallon
with an additional one-cent increase each
year for four years. This bill is before
the Assembly Transportation Committee.
AB /92 (Cortese) would require airlines which receive a threat to the safety
of passengers to report the threat to the
state Attorney General. This bill would
authorize the Attorney General to conduct an investigation and take any action
necessary to protect public safety. The
airlines would be required to comply
with the Attorney General's orders. AB
192 has been referred to the Assembly
Public Safety Committee.
SB IOI (Lockyer) would require a
retailer who sells merchandise to be delivered later to specify a two-hour period
within which the delivery will be made.
Additionally, utility and cable companies would be required to specify a
two-hour period within which a service
connection or repair will take place. This
bill provides the customer with a cause
of action in small claims court against
the retailer, utility, or cable company
for failure to provide the promised service during the designated period. SB
IO I is now in the Senate Judiciary
Committee.

DISCRIMINATION
AB /6 (Klehs) would deny certain
previously authorized tax exemptions for
social clubs which discriminate against
any person on the basis of race, color,
or religion. This bill is in the Assembly
Revenue and Taxation Committee.

ELECTIONS
AB 6 (Elder and Lempert) would
require the Fair Political Practices Commission to develop a three-hour videotaped course in ethics and conflicts of
interest. The video would be made available to candidates and elected officials.

114

AB 6 has been sent to the Assembly
Committee on Elections, Reapportionment and Constitutional Amendments
(ERCA).
AB 64 (Mountjoy) would require
county clerks to send postcards to all
persons registered but who failed to vote
at a general election. If the voter does
not return the postcard with specified
information, that voter's affidavit of
registration would be cancelled. AB 64
is in ERCA.
AB 74 (Floyd) would impose a civil
fine upon any candidate who knowingly
utilizes a false or unauthorized endorsement in a media commercial or mass
mailing with the intent to mislead the
voters. This bill is before ERCA.
AB /06 (Johnson), as introduced,
would require the presidential primary
election in California be held on the
third Tuesday after the third Monday in
February in any year which is evenly
divisible by four. Existing law sets the
date of this election as the first Tuesday
after the first Monday in June. AB 106
is in ERCA.
AB /41 (Speier). Existing law provides the same ballot qualification procedures for both initiative and referendum
petitions. This bill would provide separate procedures for both. The bill was
referred to ERCA.
AB 211 (Floyd) would delete the
existing legal provisions under which a
physically handicapped voter may vote
outside a nonaccessible polling place,
and would instead require that all polling
places meet the State Architect's requirements for accessibility by the physically
handicapped. At this writing, AB 211 is
pending in ERCA.
SB 58 (Marks) would make several
changes in the law concerning polling
places. First, it provides that anyone
asking to see another's voted ballot
would be guilty of a felony. Members of
the precinct boards are excepted. Second,
it provides that, with the exception of
those wishing to vote and security persons hired by election officials, it would
be a felony to possess a firearm or be in
uniform in the immediate vicinity of a
polling place. Further, it would also be
a felony to arrange for such an unauthorized uniformed or armed individual to
be present. This bill has been referred to
two committees, the Senate Judiciary
Committee and the Senate Elections
Committee.

ETHICS IN GOVERNMENT
AB 17 (Lempert), which is pending
in ERCA, would prohibit a member of

the legislature from becoming a lobbyist
for a period of one year after that legislator leaves office.
AB 1/3 (Isenberg) would create the
Office of Special Prosecutor with oversight jurisdiction over the legislature,
elected statewide officers, and state
agencies. At this writing, this bill is
pending in the Assembly Public Safety
Committee.

GOVERNMENT
REORGANIZATION
AB 136 (Floyd) would remove the
secretaries of five state agencies and their
staff from various boards and commissions and would transfer some of their
specific program responsibilities to constituent departments within the agencies.
The agencies included are State and
Consumer Services; Business, Transportation and Housing; Health and Welfare;
Resources; and Youth and Adult Correctional. AB 136 has been sent to the
Assembly Governmental Efficiency and
Consumer Protection Committee.
SB 124 (Garamendi) would establish
a separate state tax court to adjudicate
cases arising from California tax statutes. This bill was referred to the Senate
Judiciary Committee.

HELMET MEASURES
AB 8 (Floyd) would require all motorcycle riders to wear a safety helmet.
A similar bill submitted by Assemblymember Floyd was vetoed by the Governor last year. This bill is pending in the
Assembly Transportation Committee.
AB 55 (Hansen) would, among other
things, require motorcyclists under the
age of 25 to wear a safety helmet when
riding. AB 55 is also in the Assembly
Transportation Committee.

STATE AGENCIES
SB JO (Lockyer) would require all
state agencies to answer telephone calls
within ten rings during regular business
hours. This bill has been sent to the Senate
Governmental Organization Committee.

TORT REFORM
SCR 4 (LockyerJ would create the
Joint Committee on Tort Liability as an
investigating committee of the legislature. The committee would be charged
with studying the need for revision of
the Jaw relating to tort liability and related insurance laws. SCR 4 passed the
Senate and is currently pending in the
Assembly Rules Committee.
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